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The house is so busy today! There’s about five guys here to fix the aircon (finally! Its freezing 

cold!!) and of course Evelyn busy with the housekeeping. I love the responsibility of it all – 

the maintenance, the control, the delegation – it’s like running a business.  

I’ve fallen in love with the routine of things – waking up, slipping into my warm shoes, bun 

up, glasses on, over to brushing my teeth, opening the blinds and windows, opening the 

gate, running downstairs, opening the blinds again, fixing odds and ends, and then back up 

to make the bed and hop into the shower. 

It’s so mundane at its core, but it gears me up for the day.  

And being the staunch pious girl that I am (haha) I turn to lighting the lamp every morning 

together with offering some incense and water. It’s true about the lamp giving you direction, 

it leaves me feeling whole with faith and devotion.  

If you know me, you’d agree when I say that my relationship with faith has been a little 

bumpy. During the lockdown – I got a chance to center myself and reconnect a little better – 

for which I am ever so grateful.  

Lighting the lamp, is like walking one step closer into a dharmic existence. Its special. 

Its been about two weeks or so since we’ve gotten here – and I haven’t really rushed into 

anything. I can’t even begin to describe how peaceful things are. Its like finally living with 

purpose – I’m so in love with it. 

On Wednesday, I met up with Cherry. It feels so nice knowing that’s there’s someone else 

on this journey too. She helped me find my feet and explore around. We went for lunch in 

The Village, Lynnwood – in a cute little Italian restaurant called “Alfie’s”. Then we took an 

uber to Hatfield to chill at a bar – which I cant for the love of God remember the name of.  

We walked around the block a little, met some people along the way. There’s something 

about this city – its so free and captivating. Everyone from anywhere and everywhere – feels 

so vividly connected to this place and to themselves.  

It’s just amazing – watching people discover and almost invent who they are. It reminds me 

of a one giant cocoon with millions of buzzing soon-to-be butterflies, pacing away at 

preparing themselves to become this beautiful, bright, jaw-dropping butterfly – and at the 

same time – enjoying every single second.  

That night out with Cherry, I felt waves of adrenaline overcome myself. I haven’t had that 

much of fun, laughed that hard, smiled that much or even gotten an odd chance to express 

myself – as I did then. She’s a good friend, I’ll always cherish that.  

Who knows what the destination is, all I know is that I’m walking in the right direction. 

 

Yours truly, 

- SMALL TOWN GIRL  


